NEWSLETTER NUMBER TWO FROM THE LNWR GEORGE THE FIFTH STEAM LOCOMOTIVE TRUST
The ﬁrst newsletter in June set out how the Trust was set up, how the decision was taken to build a
George and how we literally ‘set out our stall’ at Railfest in York to get the ball rolling.
This newsletter tells how we have been energetically building on this base seeking to achieve the
right balance between:
Promotion of the project
Achieving the thorough modern understanding of our locomotive necessary to achieve the
potential for main line as well as preserved railway operation
The nitty-gritty of actually cutting metal so that progress is there for all to see
PROMOTION OF THE PROJECT
In September we had a presence at the Llangollen Railway Gala ( Is Llangollen the new-build capital
of the UK? ), in October we were present at Loughborough for the Great Central Railway Gala and at
Tyseley for the Open Day and in November we did a presentation for U3A (University of the Third
Age) science and technology group and were present at the LNWR Society annual luncheon event at
Crewe.
We have also been promoting the project through our own website (www.lnwrgeorgevtrust.org.uk/)
and in particular via the associated blog and tweets produced by Grant Regan and the linked
facebook produced by Tom Mainprize, all of which are updated regularly with progress, as is the
new-build steam site, newbuildsteam.com/ . The fruits of this promotional activity are:
More money in the pot – we passed into the realm of four ﬁgures a couple of months ago and
importantly the number of monthly subscribers is rising steadily as people are ‘getting oﬀ the
fence’. The number of ‘Friends’ now stands at around one hundred and ﬁfty.
More capable activists to enable us to spread the work load. In particular I would like to mention Tom
Mainprize and Chris Northedge. Tom, a student at uni in Nottingham, has a surprisingly in depth
practical experience of steam locomotives and has provided us with a network of valuable similar
youthful contacts in the steam preservation movement –very relevant to a locomotive which is
intended to run for the next hundred years! Chris is the new editor of the Journal of the London &
North Western Railway Society and an active volunteer at Quainton.

TIMPROVED ENGINEERING UNDERSTANDING
Anybody seeking to build a new steam locomotive in the twenty ﬁrst century for operation on the
main rail network will rapidly become aware that the project will be subject to scrutiny through
modern engineering eyes; so we have been very busy doing our homework bringing together past
knowledge and experience with modern modes of scrutiny. This has meant close attention to issues
related to the Joy valve gear and the signiﬁcance of the centre bearing and adequate strength
within the frames. So we have studied most carefully the accident reports relating to Joy valve gear
failures and in particular that at Betley Road (on the approach to Crewe from the South) which
occurred very early in LMS days. Although the locomotive involved was a ‘Prince of Wales’ the
upshot was a redesign of the connecting rod with new big end, jack link and little end, and a copy of
the drawings for this has been acquired from NRM and a subsequent discussion with Tyseley proved
very helpful. We have also given some thought to possible use of vampire software (as the A1 trust
has done with their P2 project) to help evaluate the characteristics of the George (its riding as a
‘railway vehicle’). Input data forms have been obtained but no decision has been taken as yet.
MAKING SOMETHING HAPPEN
Every project has to start somewhere and we are focusing for the moment on the smokebox door,
and in particular on the outer smokebox door. The reason for this is that it is an achievable distinctive
and emotive feature which is distinctively LNWR. We have been in close touch Ted Talbot on matters
of authenticity and it is our intention to have the traditional small wheel at the centre of the door
(operated by its own special spanner) in true LNWR style. Originally it was hoped to have placed the
contract for this by now (and reported it in this newsletter). Suﬃce to say we are now close but
speciﬁcations and contracts etc. Everything has to be done properly!
THE WAY AHEAD
We are aware that the smokebox door is something of a symbolic project, but be assured we
are involved in more substantive items –very possibly the plates for the front part of the
frames will come next.
We wish to turn as many as possible of the ‘Friends’ into active ﬁnancial supporters. Do
please give serious thought to this. We have already produced an attractive new leaﬂet for
our fundraising, thanks to the skills of our printer Richard Meanley.
We are also working on a legacies leaﬂet for the Trust which we can distribute to wills and
probate solicitors in LNWR territory. Do please let us know if you would like a copy.
We would like to move as soon as possible to the point of raising ﬁve ﬁgures, which will
enable us to plug into matched funding and give a real ﬁllip to the progress of the project.
So, in short, along with everybody else, PLEASE REMEMBER GEORGE THIS CHRISTMAS!
SEASONS GREETINGS FROM ALL AT THE ‘GEORGE’ PROJECT’S ‘MISSION CONTROL’.
Paul Hibberd, Trustee
4 December 2012

www.lnwrgeorgevtrust.org.uk

blog.lnwrgeorgevtrust.org.uk

I would like to support the creation of a new LNWR George the Fifth class locomotive by
(please tick the appropriate box):

Making a One-Off Donation of £

For your

Please complete your details below, the Gift Aid Declaration if you are a UK Taxpayer
and enclose payment.

Making a Monthly Donation of £10

£15

Please circle or fill out the appropriate amount. Please complete your details below,
the Gift Aid Declaration if you are a UK Taxpayer & the Standing Order Mandate at the
bottom of this form.

£25

£

Other
Amount

Please make your cheque, postal order or banker's draft payable to:

"LNWR George the Fifth Steam Locomotive Trust"
and send it and the completed form to:

Mr P Hibberd, 62 High Street, Buntingford, Herts, SC9 9AH, United Kingdom

GIFT AID DECLARATION
Please treat all gifts of money that I make today and in the future as Gift Aid donations. I understand that I must pay
an amount of Income Tax and / or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year that is at least equal to the amount of tax
that the LNWR George the Fifth Steam Locomotive Trust will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I confirm that I have
paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and / or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6th April – 5th April) that is
at least equal to the amount of tax all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASC’s) that I donate to
will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that VAT and Council Tax do not qualify.

Please tick if you would like all donations treated as Gift Aid
Title

Your Full Name
Your Full Address
Email

Telephone

I enclose payment for £

Signed

Post Code
Date

Your name, address & contact details will by held on computer for accounting & mailing purposes only & will not be
onsold to any other third party or organisation.

STANDING ORDER MANDATE FOR MONTHLY DONATIONS
Account Holder's Name
Bank/Building Society Name
Bank Branch/Building Society Sort Code
Bank Branch Building Society Address
Please pay the amount of £
from the account detailed in this instruction on the
15th day of each month until further notice to the following account:
Bank: Barclays Bank
Sort Code: 20-73-26
Account: 33862291
Account Name: LNWR George the Fifth Steam Locomotive Trust
Signed

Date

You can cancel a standing order at any time by contacting your Bank/Building Society. Please send this form to your
Bank/Building Socierty and remember to provide us with a copy.
UK Charity: XT 33443
Web: llwrgeorgevtrust.org.uk

Registered Office: LNWR George the Fifth Steam Locomotive Trust The Rectory, Lawshall, Bury St Edmunds, IP29 4PB UK
Email: GeorgeVTrust@gmail.com

